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ARWAD SPRING

Historic Freshwater Spring

Arwad Spring is a testament to more than

two thousand years of the islanders’ relationship
with fresh water, and to their ability to adapt to
life on an island surrounded by the sea and
lacking rivers or surface water sources.

In the late 1st century BC, the Greek geographer
Strabo described a submarine freshwater spring
near Arwad, noting that the islanders collected its
water, especially during sieges, using a lead funnel
connected to a leather tube to draw the fresh water
before it mixed with the seawater. Pliny the Elder

also referred to the fresh waters of Arwad in the
1st century AD.

This phenomenon is now known scientifically

as submarire freshwater springs, where fresh
groundwater flows through geological formations
and emerges from the seabed.

In modern times, sources indicate that an artesian
well was drilled on Arwad around 1952, and its
water was put into use in 1953. The island’s water
system later developed through additional wells,
reservoirs, pumps and distribution networks.

This site was restored by the Arwad Maritime

Charity Association, preserving an important part
of the island’s water heritage.
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